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According to a Dec. 1 report by the Agence France Presse (AFP), local observers have noted
movements by US troops in Honduras near the Nicaraguan border. The report said 25 motor
vehicles carrying US troops had been spotted on a road to Danli. Destination of the convoy was
unknown. Quoting newspaper correspondents in the area, AFP also reported that two US Air Force
helicopters had flown over the El Paraiso area in the direction of the Nicaraguan-Honduran border.
The Dec. 1 issue of BARRICADA (official newspaper of the Sandinista National Liberation Front)
reported US military maneuvers in El Paraiso department, eastern Honduras. The newspaper
emphasized that US troops were being introduced into areas of the department currently occupied
by the contras. According to BARRICADA, destination of the US convoy was Danli. Danli has
been selected by the CIA as a site for attack by the contras. The Nicaraguan government has
previously called attention to "attacks" on Danli by contras in the "guise of Sandinista troops."
Another such attack in the near future may be used by the Reagan administration as a pretext
for direct intervention against Nicaragua. According to a Dec. 2 report by Cuban news agency
PRENSA LATINA, US troops are carrying out military maneuvers in Honduran territory close to
the Nicaraguan border. The US Embassy in Tegucigalpa admitted that war games were underway
24 hours after journalists in the area reported the deployment of a US military convoy in El Paraiso
department. This convoy consisted of 25 camouflaged vehicles and helicopters "loaded with heavy
equipment." A Dec. 1 US Embassy statement indicated that a joint military exercise involving 100
US troops and the Honduran National Guard's 116th Artillery Brigade is presently underway. As
of Dec. 2, this statement had not been confirmed by the Honduran Army press office. Honduran
newspaper LA TRIBUNA (12/02/86) reported that the destination of the US convoy is unknown. The
local population in the eastern region, said the TRIBUNA, is "concerned" over rumors of military
confrontations on the Nicaraguan border. Since February 1983, the US armed forces have carried out
over 30 separate war games in Honduran territory.
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